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Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 58571

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.

5857) for the relief of Roy F. Lassly, former acting chief disbursing

clerk, Department of the Interior, and G. F. Allen, chief disbursing

officer, Division of Disbursement, Treasury Department, having con-

sidered the same, report favorably thereon with the recommendation

that the bill do pass without amendment.
The facts are fully set forth in House Report No. 1649, Seventy-

seventh Congress, second session, which is appended hereto and made

a part of this report.

[H. Rept; No. 1649, 77th Cong., 2d sess.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H.
 R. 5857) for the

relief of Roy F. Lassly, Acting Chief Disbursing Clerk, Depart
ment of the Interior,

and G. F. Allen, Chief Disbursing Officer, Division of Di
sbursement, Treasury

Department, having considered the same, report favorabl
y thereon without

amendment and recommend that the bill do pass.

The facts of this case will be found fully set forth in a
 letter from the Acting

Secretary of the Treasury, dated September 9, 1941, a
ddressed to the Speaker,

House of Representatives, which is appended hereto and
 made a part of this

report.
Your committee concur in the recommendation of the A

cting Secretary of the

Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, September 9, 1941.

Hon. SAM RAYBURN,
The Speaker of the House of Representatives,

Washington, D. C.

SIR: There is transmitted herewith a draft of a bi
ll for the relief of Roy

Lassly, former Acting Chief Disbursing Clerk, Depart
ment of the Interior, and

G. F. Allen, Chief Disbursing Officer, Division of Disbursement, Treasury

Department.
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The bill would authorize and direct the Comptroller General of the United
States to allow credit for the sum of $7,533.50 in the accounts of Roy F. Lassly,
former Acting Chief Disbursing Clerk, Department of the Interior, and for the
sum of $20,012.20 in the accounts of G. F. Allen, Chief Disbursing Officer, Di-
vision of Disbursement, Treasury Department, on account of amounts which were
paid by them on fraudulent vouchers.

These vouchers represent certain pay rolls prepared by a former employee of
the National Park Service who forged the names of the approving officers thereon.
The forgerits were executed in such a manner as to escape detection and con-
sequently were not questioned by the certifying officers who were acquainted with
the employee involved. Under these circumstances the certifying officers certified
the vouchers for payment. When received in the disbursing office, the vouchers
were examined in the usual manner to determine whether they were properly
certified and in proper form for payment by the United States; and there was
nothing to indicate any irregularity with respect to such vouchers. The vouchers
in question are cited in exhibit A.

It appears that the disbursing officers had no knowledge of the fraudulent
character of the vouchers and that they exercised reasonable care and attention
in the performance of their disbursing duty. It is believed, therefore, that they
should be relieved of the disallowances for which they cannot in justice be held
personally responsible. Every effort is being made to recover for the Govern-
ment the amount of such fraudulent payments, and any recoveries obtained will
be covered into the general fund of the Treasury.
A similar bill, H. R. 7493, passed the House of Representatives on June 6,

1940, but was not acted on by the Senate.
It will be appreciated if you will lay this proposed legislation before the House

of Representatives.
A similar communication has been transmitted to the President of the Senate.

Very truly yours,
D. W. BELL,

Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

EXHIBIT A

Statement showing details with respect to vouchers involved in disallowances in
accounts to be cleared by the proposed relief bill

Accounts of—
Disbursing

office
voucher No.

Period Amount

R. F. Lassly, Acting Chief Disbursing Clerk, Department
of the Interior, Washington, D. C.
Do 

12450

13658  

October 1932 

do 

$66.00

99.00
Do 14845 November 1932_ 95. 34
Do 15231  do 108. 17
Do 16094  do 95. 34
Do 16617  do 78.00
Do 168421/2 December 1932_ ___ 225. 00
Do 18905  do 303.00
Do 19575 January 1933 278. 66
Do 21806  do 161.32
Do 23474 February 1933 273. 00
Do 25528  do 225. 00
Do 26190 March 1933 255. 00
Do 27432  do 330.00
Do 29161  do 405.00
Do 29807 April 1933 47. 67
Do 30394  do 265. 20
Do 30827  do 200. 60
Do 32200 May 1933 510.00
Do 34227  do 425.00
Do 36737  do 367. 20
Do 38521 June 1933 550. 80
Do 40341  do 442.00
Do 41993  do 513.40
Do 37 July 1933 615.40
Do 514  do 598. 40

Total 7, 533.50
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Statement showing details with respect to vouchers involved in disallowances in
accounts to be cleared by the proposed relief bill—Continued

Accounts of—
Disbursing

office
voucher No.

Period Amount

G. F. Allen, chief disbursing officer, Division of Disburse-
ment, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. 1390063 April 1936 $206. 00
Do 1412030  do 536. 40
Do 1488781  do 531.60
Do 1568203 May 1936 1, 041. 60
Do 1731400 June 1936 1, 470. 00
Do 1810392  do 1, 404. 00
Do 117958 July 1936 1, 470. 00
Do 152344  do 1, 227.00
Do 302118 August 1936 1, 240. 50
Do 302545  do 1, 470.00
Do 802295 November 1936____ 1,038. 50
Do 892053  do 982.85
Do 978818 December 1936 988.85
Do 1052490  do 1, 011. 10
Do 1147473 January 1937 1,011. 10
Do 1237833  do 1,016. 30
Do 1311372 February 1937 1, 139.00
Do 1493736 March 1937 1, 011. 10
Do 1588616  do 1, 216. 30

Total 20, 012. 20
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